HHFC MIDWEST REGION NEWSLETTER
Spring 2021

Greetings my Franklin friends,
After a year of lockdown, we were finally able to have the Spring 2021 Midwest Meet and celebrate the anniversary of the Collection at Hickory Corners. Although Cinda and I were not
able to make it because of my work schedule (yes, I’m still working) I’ve heard and read it
was a fantastic time and Lisa and Roger planned a great meet with lots of exciting places to
visit in and around the area. Thank you, Lisa and Roger!
As I put this message together, we don’t have a firm plan for our Fall 2021 meet. I’m not sure
we’re going to be able to pull it off with such a short notice unless someone steps up soon.
Just in case you’re thinking about volunteering to hold a meet, one of the things I’ve noticed
is that some of the best meets I’ve attended are the ones where the host hasn’t gone overboard scheduling back-to-back activities so everyone is
worn out by the end of the day and not many are up for In this Issue
socializing in the hospitality room.
President’s Message
1
Good news - we have plans in the works for both Spring
2-7
and Fall meets in 2022. Bill and Geri Eby are working on Spring Meet
a Spring meet in the upper peninsula of Michigan and
8
Dan and Anne Russell will take us back to the East for 11th Anniversary
the Fall meet. Note this will most likely be just before Her- Business Meeting
9
shey so maybe you can do both.
Updates
10
I know it’s been some time since we have sent out a
11
newsletter and our editor did a fantastic job with this one Midwest Region History
as she moved it to a new format.
Hastings in Pics & Words 12-15
If anyone is interested in hosting a Midwest meet, please
let one of us know so we can keep our Midwest Region
going strong into the future.
That’s all I have for now so - stay safe, get those Franklins out and enjoy the ride!

Aura Vincit
Dean Dorholt
612-803-0836

Midwest Franklin Spring 2021 Meet in Hastings, MI
June 16 - June 19, 2021

Hosted by Roger Moffat and Lisa Christensen
Article courtesy of Lisa Christensen

What do sculptures, sandhill cranes, farms, a windmill, a giant bronze horse, a water wheel,
sunshine, an observatory, hills, blooming trees, a Hobbit house, rain, ice cream, a few cars
and good friends have in common? They are all things you might see at an H. H. Franklin
Club Midwest Meet!
COVID-19 prevented us from holding our 2020 spring and fall Midwest Region Meets. Although the lingering restrictions in Michigan forced us modify our meal plans, it didn’t prevent us from holding our spring 2021 meet and having a great time.
On Monday, before the Midwest Meet started, Jeff Hasslen and Roger
Moffat spent some time looking over the Gilmore Car Museum's 1905
Franklin, and the Franklin Automobile Collection at Hickory Corners'
1905 Franklin, 1907 Franklin, and 1909 Franklin
with a view to seeing which one(s) they could get
running. They were joined on Tuesday by Bouvard and Trillian Hosticka, and Bob Cornman. In the end it was decided that the only car with any hope of running was the 1909 Model D.
Bouvard spent quite a bit of time working and tinkering with it on Tuesday, Wednesday, early Thursday morning, Friday and Saturday. By
Saturday it was running pretty well and completed a few laps around the track. It still needs
a little more work done to it, but we are hoping it can be comfortably displayed at the upcoming Horseless Carriage Club of America’s two-day car show at the Gilmore Car Museum
in July.

Thank You Bouvard!!!
Wednesday evening in the hospitality room

Wednesday was registration day. Roger’s double-sided name badges were a hit! It didn’t
matter which side of the tag was facing out. We could always see the participant’s name.
In Hastings, Michigan, Thursday’s forecast was for clear, sunny skies and temperatures
ranging from 60°F in the morning to the low 80’s in the afternoon. It was a perfect day to
take a day-long trip north to Grand Rapids. Once we had collected and packed our lunches,
the Franklin parade left the hotel. The first leg of our tour took us through the dead center
of Hastings (aka Riverside Cemetery), past small farms, over rolling hills (a source of great
joy for Bob Metro), along tree lined roads, past a historic tavern, past Amway headquarters,
over the Thornapple river multiple times, and past large catalpa trees in full bloom. A few
keen-eyed drivers and passengers spied a small group of Sandhill Cranes in one of the
fields. After a long 37-mile drive, that included one navigation test (who was blindly following the car ahead and who was actually reading the route instructions?!) and U-turn, we arrived at the Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park . Since it was a nice day, our
group spent most of our time outside looking at the sculptures and gardens. Since COVID
restrictions limited restaurant capacity, we borrowed a lunch idea from the 2019 Trek—a
picnic lunch. A local restaurant supplied us with boxed lunches before we left the hotel, and
Frederik Meijer Gardens provided us with a sheltered picnic area where we ate our lunch,
relaxed and chatted.
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Midwest Franklin Spring 2021 Meet (cont)
Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park

On the tram heading to the park

The walkway

The artwork
Aria by
Alexander Liberman

The entryway

The artwork
Cabin Crreek by
Deborah Butterfield

“Such beautiful gardens & greenhouses. The huge sculptures
throughout the park are amazing!
The sandwiches were huge &
tasty.”
Bob & Darla Metro

“What a beautiful facility – very thankful it worked out for us to be able to
take the tram – it allowed us to see a
lot in a short amount of time. I loved
the variety in the types of art represented. I honestly could have spent
all day here exploring. What a great
picnic space – worked perfectly.
Boxed lunch was super yummy too!”
Megan Metro

“Very nice (Meijer Gardens). We
will go back when we have more
time for a detailed visit.”
Ted Chaney & Ellie Doud

Picnic at the Sculpture Garden

Our next stop was the home of Bill & Miriam Papke. Bill owns a small collection of unique, one-of-a-kind
cars including one of Evel Knievel’s cars. Bill and Miriam were great hosts. They were delighted to have
our Franklin parade visit their home. Bill and Miriam took lots of pictures of our cars, and we took lots of
pictures of their cars. Bill gave us a short description of some of his cars, raffled off some of his small collectables and let us roam around his collection. While some of our group lingered among the cars, the rest
of the group admired Bill’s landscaped hardwood forest, sculptures, and fern lined ravine.

The Papke’s home with the Ohnstad’s car in the foreground

Loretta & Pam marvel at a
Papke’s “one-off” cars
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Midwest Franklin Spring 2021 Meet (cont)

The crowd was enthralled as Bill Papke
talked about his collection

Bill Woodcock’s 1925 Series 11A
leaving the Papke’s

Then we were off to the home of Kent & Susan Riddle. Imagine driving your
Franklin into an old, gated English town complete with a waterwheel, observatory
and Hobbit house. This was our jaw dropping view as we drove up the Riddle’s
driveway, past a small cannon house, through a wooden arched entry and into the
courtyard where we parked.

Jack Stang found the door height
just fine!

Susan welcomes Mark Chaplin,
Loretta Fusco, and Ellie Doud

Susan greeted us in the courtyard, told us the story behind the house, buildings and car collection and
started us on our tour of their car collection by taking us through the round Hobbit door that led to the entry vestibule for their machine shop and collection of old, unrestored vehicles. Kent Riddle is interested in
adding a Franklin to his collection, so we may see him at a future Trek or Midwest Meet.
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Midwest Franklin Spring 2021 Meet (cont)
Our last stop on Thursday was the Ice Cream Caboose. The Ice Cream Caboose is an old railroad caboose that has been converted into a small ice cream shop. There’s nothing like a little ice cream on a
warm, sunny afternoon, before driving our last leg of the tour back to the hotel. The casualties of the day
were small—two Franklins with empty gas tanks along the route. In true Franklin spirit, they were helped
out by some of the modern car drivers and were soon back on the road.

Barb, Gary & Ted
enjoy their own treats

The Metro Family
enjoys treats

Dinner was on our own. Many of us concluded the day by gathering in the conference room for snacks,
drinks and conversation.
We awoke to heavy rain on Friday morning. Sigh. The weather
forecast showed that it would be finished around 10 am. We decided to cancel our trip to Historic Charlton Park and hang out at
the hotel.
Once the rain had stopped, the cars were brought out of their
trailers, and we drove to the Gilmore Car Museum to get photographs of the beautiful Franklins parked in front of the Franklin
Automobile Collection’s building. Our next stop was William &
Barbara Parfet’s car collection. The Franklin parade wound its
way through the Gilmore grounds and down a narrow, paved road flanked with large fields of prairie
grass and flowers to the parking area outside the buildings that contained some of the Parfets’ cars.
Mark Isles gave us a nice introduction to the collection.

Sandy Bennett, Larry Loken &
Greg Lundeen check out
the Parfet’s Rolls-Royce

Dennie & Varlene Milne
at Parfet’s

After ogling the collection, the Franklin parade returned to the Gilmore Car Museum and parked on the
green across from the steam barn. We picked up our lunches from the Café inside the Gilmore Museum
and ate them outside next to the Franklins.
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Midwest Franklin Spring 2021 Meet (cont)
Our next activity was a fund raising event called “Ride the Franklins”. People who were visiting the museum could get a ride around the roads within the Gilmore Museum campus on a Franklin for an optional
donation. There wasn’t a lot of interest until Bob Metro hopped into his “new” red 1906 Model G Franklin
with one of the other club members and drove around the inner loop. It wasn’t long before a small crowd
formed around the line of Franklins asking for rides. Many of our Franklins spent the afternoon zooming
around the grounds, filled with passengers who all had giant grins on their faces. It’s hard to say which
Franklins were the “favorites”. Some people were excited about getting a ride in the oldest, open cars
while others preferred the luxurious sedans. The event proved to be a huge success. At the end of the
afternoon we had collected $240 in donations—more money than any of the Gilmore’s “Ride the Classics”
days. It supported Roger Moffat’s opinion that the general public would much rather get a ride in an old
historic car than a 1960s/1970s land yacht convertible.

Bob Metro gives rides in his
1906 Model G

Tom Kleinschmidt offers rides in
his 1916 Series 9A

Sandy Bennett with assist from Betty
enjoys giving riders a thrill

Phil gives Joan a ride in the
Weisenbarger’s 1903 Model A
Roger Moffat and the 1928 Series 12B Touring

Jeff takes
John Strawway for a spin

Once again, the COVID-19 restrictions forced Roger to come up with an alternative to the standard Saturday banquet. Moving the banquet to Friday allowed us to celebrate the 11th Anniversary of the Franklin
Automobile Collection by eating a catered meal and cake under a huge tent on the Gilmore Museum
grounds. The tent was erected for the Micro/Mini Car World Meet’s banquet on Saturday night. They graciously let us use it for our Friday Night Banquet. At the end of the meal the officers held the annual
business meeting. When we were preparing to drive back to the hotel, we enjoyed listening to the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra and Branford Marsalis practice snippets of the pieces they would be performing at the Gilmore on Saturday night.
The last day of our meet was spent participating in the 11th Annual Air-Cooled Gathering. A few of us
arrived early in the pouring rain to be there when the air-cooled cars arrived. At first, it looked like the only
participant was going to be a Corvair. Soon a few more cars trickled in. The rain finally stopped late in the
morning. The Franklins were rolled out of their trailers and driven to the green. Although the tarps had to
come out an hour later when the edge of a storm passed over us, the cars were able to remain on display
for the rest of the day. We discovered that there was one benefit to having heavy rain in the morning—the
Franklin museum was packed with car enthusiasts. Normally, micro, mini and air-cooled car owners would
have spent their entire day outside. It turns out that air-cooled car owners don’t like to be water-cooled, so
they amused themselves by looking at the cars in the museum while it rained.
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Midwest Franklin Spring 2021 Meet (cont)
3 Franklins at the Meet only
1916 Series 9A—Tom & Ann Kleinschmidt, Illinois
1930 147 Salon Special—Greg Lundeen & Larry Loken, Minnesota
1931 153 Sportsman Coupe—Bob Cornman, Pennsylvania
10 Franklins at the Meet and the Air Cooled Gathering
1903 Model A— Phil & Pam Weisenbarger, Ohio
1906 Model G—Robert, Darla & Megan Metro, New York
1907 Model G—Jeff & Joan Hasslen, Minnesota
1909 Model D (FACHC) —Bouvard & Trillian Hosticka, Virginia
1920 Series 9B Sedan—Sandy & Betty Bennett, Pennsylvania
1925 Series 11A Sedan—Bill Woodcock, Pennsylvania
1928 Series 12B Sport Touring (FACHC) —Roger Moffat & Lisa Christensen, MIchigan
1929 Speedster—August Alai, Ohio
1932 163 Airman Coupe—Randy & Loretta Fusco, Pennsylvania
1933 Olympic Sedan—Gary & Barbara Ohnstad, South Dakota
Non-Franklins at the Air Cooled Gathering
The rain made registration a bit chaotic and we believe that some people didn’t fill out a registration form.
But we had at least 6 Corvairs, 2 Porsches and 10 Volkswagons
Other Members at the Meet and/or Air Cooled Gathering
Steve Braverman & Rachel Speciner McNaughton, New York
Roy & Cathy Canfield, Indiana

Ted Chaney & Ellie Doud, Ohio

Mark Chaplin & John Strawway, New York

Bob Cornman, Pennsylvania

Ray Hemmelgarn, Ohio

Dennie & Varlene Milne, Illinois

Lee & Nancy Nelson, Illinois

Roy Nelson, Illinois

Jody Reeme & Steve Albertson, Illinois

Dick & Connie Roth, Michigan

Jack & Mary Stang, Louisiana

Will & Norma Taylor, Texas
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11th Anniversary Celebration
11th Anniversary Celebration
Of the Franklin Automobile Collection at Hickory Corners (FACHC)
Friday, June 18, 2021
Submitted by Joan Hasslen

Under a tent on the Gilmore Museum grounds, Roger Moffat thanked everyone for coming to celebrate
the 11th Anniversary of The Collection and acknowledged Bob Kern “who started it all”. He thanked Lisa
for her patience, time and help with everything and the Seasonal Grille for providing meals. For the benefit of new members to the Club, he asked Jeff Hasslen to talk about Mr. Kern and how The Collection was
established.

Jeff gave a brief history and explained Bob Kern’s vision for a museum. Jeff proceeded to acknowledge
those that were at the first meeting to discuss this idea: Tom Rasmussen, Bob Harrison, Mark Chaplin,
Andre’ Audette, himself and,of course, Bob Kern who donated 1.2 million dollars, many of the initial cars
for The Collection and contributed money toward the endowment fund. Jeff also asked members to stand
who have or currently serve on The Franklin Collection Committee. He gave special recognition to past
and current Committee Chairs: Bob Harrison, Phil Weisenbarger and Roger Moffat. At that point, Roger
commented (with a broad smile) that one of his “perks” as Chairperson “was to drive the V12 down the
road at 50 mph!” Jeff went on to state that The Collection expenses are approx. $35,000/year so support
is needed. Donated cars have helped the financial situation. Mark Chaplin, HHFC Treasurer, added that
member dues would not support The Collection so cars and cash donations are accepted. $50,000 has
been generated so far on car sales. At this point in time, The Collection is sustainable but we need to
look into the future because operating reserve funds are needed.
Roger then introduced the current Executive Director of the Gilmore, Josh Russell, who spoke about the
Gilmore’s vision of the future. His comments included: The Gilmore was thankful for the Franklin partnership; Gilmore shut down during Covid, but during the 1st six months of 2021 attendance is more than all of
2019. They have hosted several car group events already, and so far this year they plan to host 25 car
shows, 22 cruise-ins, 8 concerts with a variety of acts (always incorporating the car theme), plus weddings and other celebrations. Two past events that were popular were the “Prince and Princess Celebration” and a “Hoods-Up” event with members telling visitors about their cars; New ventures include the
Horseless Carriage Club addition and the expansion of the Classic Car Club museum.
Roger thanked Josh and all the Gilmore staff for their help and support.
After a wonderful dinner, everyone enjoyed delicious chocolate cake celebrating the 11th Anniversary of
The Collection.
In the hospitality room on the following evening (Saturday), Roger showed the Franklin attendees a
plaque given to him by the solo coordinator of the Micro/Mini Car World Meet. It stated “Thank you! In
appreciation to the Franklin Automobile Collection for sharing your Air Cooled Gathering Weekend, June
19, 2021.” Roger also mentioned that after all their expenses were paid, this gentleman offered to donate
all their event profits to The Collection. Roger was amazed and grateful for this generous offer.
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Business Meeting Minutes

– June

18, 2021

Call to order: Under a tent on the Gilmore grounds,
Regional Director, Jeff Hasslen, called the meeting to
order and thanked our hosts Roger Moffat and Lisa
Christensen.

Deluxe Sedan; Jody Reeme and Steve Albertson, Chicago, IL, own a 1929 Speedster and a 1929 Sedan. b) In
2020 and 2021 nine letters were sent to new HHFC
members living in our Region, and six people joined.

A moment of silence was observed for recently deceased Region members: Mary Rose Hufnagel and Mark
Doman in 2020; Cliff Boram and Richard Harry in
2021.

Treasury report: Current balance is $1,612.69.
There is a greater than average balance because we
printed an Addendum this year and there was only one
short newsletter in 2020.

Recognition: First time attending a Region Meet:
(15) Steve Braverman and Rachel Speciner, McNaughton, NY; Ted Chaney and Ellie Doud, Westerville, OH;
Bob Cornman, Pen Argyl, PA; Ray Hemmelgarn,
Greenville, OH; Larry Loken, Minneapolis, MN; Megan
Metro, Broadalbin, NY; Varlene Milne, Machesney
Park, IL; Jody Reeme and Steve Albertson, Chicago, IL;
Dick and Connie Roth, Williamston, MI; Norma Taylor,
Canyon, TX; Bill Woodcock, Marion Center, PA.
Brought a Franklin to this Meet: Sandy & Betty Bennett, Bob Cornman, Randy & Loretta Fusco, Jeff & Joan
Hasslen, Tom & Ann Kleinschmidt, Greg Lundeen &
Larry Loken, Bob & Darla Metro, Gary & Barb Ohnstad, Phil & Pam Weisenbarger, Bill Woodcock. Also
included are Bouvard & Trillian Hosticka and Roger
Moffat & Lisa Christensen who brought Franklins from
the FACHC. (See the Meet Report for details)
Traveled the furthest to attend: Will and Norma Taylor, approx. 1200 miles. Also mentioned - Jack and
Mary Stang, just over 1000 miles.

Old Business: None

Host report: Roger Moffat thanked everyone for coming to the meet and for helping celebrate the 11th Anniversary of The Collection. His goal for The Collection
– to get all cars running. Jeff Hasslen commented that
Roger works hard to keep The Collection moving forward. During this weekend there were 12 Franklins and
43 people plus the Canfields and “Gus” Alai, (and his
Franklin) who came for the Air Cooled Gathering on
Saturday. (Secretary added: See Roger and Lisa’s Meet
Report for details. 11 states were represented: IL, IN,
LA, MI, MN, NY, OH, PA, SD, TX, VA.)
Secretary report: a) Current membership is 117. a)
Newest members: Glenn & Sherri Alston, Buffalo, MO;
Michel & Jill Bechstein, Bowling Green, OH, own a
1908 Runabout, 1920 Brougham, 1925 Touring, and
1931 Roadster; Bob and Debbie Cornman, Pen Argyl,
PA. Bob is our HHFC President. They have a 1908
Runabout, 1920 Sport Touring, 1931 Convertible
Coupe, 1931 Sportsmans Coupe and 1933 7 pass. Sedan; Phil and Karen Hantak, Bartlett, IL; Ray Hemmelgarn, Greenville, OH, owns a 1933 Convertible Coupe;
Charles Postletheweight, Boonville, IN, has a 1928 Convertible Coupe; Jerry Purtell, Linwood, MI, owns a 1931
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New Business: Election of Officers: The current slate
was read. Sandy Bennett moved to accept. Lee Nelson
seconded. The Region officers for the next three years
are: Pres. Dean Dorholt; Vice Pres. Bill Eby; Sec/Treas.
Joan Hasslen; Regional Director Jeff Hasslen.
Midwest Region Reports: 1) Regional Director - Jeff
Hasslen: a) We’re thankful we haven’t had to raise Region dues because 2/3 of our membership accept email
communication. b) Members can read the board meeting notes on the website in the “Members Only” section.
2) Midwest Region history: See the next Line for Roy
Nelson’s report. 3) The Franklin Line: Email pictures
from this meet to Cinda at midwestfranklin@gmail.com.

Other Business: 1) Franklin Collection: Roger
Moffat – “My vision is to use the cars in the Collection
and keep them running.” We collected $240 dollars
during the “Ride a Franklin” fundraiser. 2) HHFC
Pres: Bob Cornman – A Franklin Service Station committee was formed and the 2nd issue was published by
Editor Bill Woodcock. It has been well received. Bob
commented, “This is my 2nd Air Cooled Gathering and
my 1st Midwest Region Meet and it has been thoroughly
enjoyable. Thanks, again, Roger and Lisa.” 3) Immed.
Past Pres; Bill Woodcock – Expressed appreciation for
the “hard work and effort put forth by Roger and Lisa to
make this meet a huge success”; How nice it was to
meet “extended Franklin family” from as far away as
Texas!; Regarding FSS, things are going smoothly with
a computer editing program and “the next issue will be
on time with interesting information for keeping your
Franklin on the road.”
Future Meets: As yet, no meet is planned for this fall
2021 or next spring 2022. There are two possible hosts
and locations for the fall 2022 meet. Members will be
informed as plans are finalized. Please contact the officers if you’re interested in hosting a meet.
Meeting adjourned. Applause and thanks again to
Roger and Lisa. It was an excellent meet.

Joan Hasslen, Region Secretary

Updates
2020 through current

Mark Doman Cliff Boram -

July 29, 2020

February 20, 2021

Richard Harry - May 22, 2021
WELCOME!
New members not yet in Directory
Glenn & Sherri Alston
1071 State Highway 32
Buffalo, MO 65622
720-441-7376

Michel and Jill Bechstein
17518 Euler Road
Bowling Green, OH 43402
419-575-9063 Cell
bechstein.michel@gmail.com
1908 Runabout
1920 Brougham
1925 Touring
1931 Roadster

Jerry Purtell
1691 Garfield Road
Linwood, MI 48634
989-879-4265 Home
jerry313947@gmail.com
1931 Sedan

Jody Reeme & Steve Albertson
6558 N. Maplewood Ave
Chicago, IL 60645
847-736-2854 Cell
autoeclection@gmail.com
1929 130 Sedan
1929 135 Custom Speedster

New members in the 2021 Directory Addendum
Phil and Karen Hantak
2054 Westridge Blvd
Bartlett, IL 60103
847-553-5655
phantak@sbcglobal.net

Charles Postletheweight
6466 Edwards Road
Boonville, IN 47601
812-746–9599 Cell
Postct42@yahoo.com
1928 12A Convertible Coupe

Ray Hemmelgarn
204 Drury Lane
Greenville, OH 45331
937-417-5788 Cell
ray.hennelgarn1894@gmail.com
1933 183 Convertible Coupe

James and Vicki Ware
3110 Loring Dr
Bonner Springs, KS 66012
913-422-8463 Home
816-912-8861 Cell
j.ware66@yahoo.com
1925 11A Coupe
Bob and Debbie Cornman
563 Getz Road
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-914-9333 Cell
bcornmanjr@gmail.com
1908 G Runabout
1929 137 Sport Touring
1931 151 Convertible Couple
1931 153 Sportsman Coupe
1933 174 Sedan 7 Pass.

*CHANGE OF ADDRESS*
Kathryn Harry - Gundersen St. Elizabeth’s Senior Living 12287 Grant Boulevard West—Wabasha, MN 55981
Phone - 651-560-4004
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Midwest Region History
Clifford Boram was one of the founders of the Midwest Region of the HH Franklin Club, he was the
first HHFC treasurer, and he was the first HHFC librarian. Knowing this makes the following even
more special. Thanks to Lee Nelson for confirming his date of death. A few of his words and memories are documented here.
Letter from Cliff Boram.
Many of us “old timers” in the Region remember Cliff and the early meets he hosted. In the fall of
2019 Joan Hasslen asked Cliff to write a little about his history with the Club. With his permission,
here is his letter – word for word (typed by Joan). Hope you enjoy it.
Dear Joan

3 April, 2020

So you’d love to hear from me, your life
member. I’ll have to scout pretty hard for something meaningful to say, but let’s give it a try.
Since you wondered about my phone number,
it’s (###) ###-####. But mail is more methodical for unhurried situations. If someone wants
fast service, 12 rings may be better than five or
six. My age is 86. I’m not as young and nimble
as I use to be, but still mobile.

two master’s degrees. It’s nice to have a
“higher” education, but a mechanic can have a
higher education too.
In 1953, when we were just starting the
HHFC, I bought my series 19 in New Jersey and
drove it home to Chicago by way of Syracuse. I
stopped at H.H. Franklin’s home, gave him a
ride, and got his signature on Air Cooled News
#1. I expect to give that Air Cooled News to Bill
Woodcock for our library, though I can’t locate it
just now.

My car is 32 years old, a 1988 Plymouth Horizon. People are starting to comment on it now
as being “different” (old), and I explain that it’s
been so good! It’s just my size, and will carry
anything. I intend to keep it on the road as long
as I can drive.

You can surely guess from my handwriting
that there’s a certain old age tremor in my handwriting, but I trust you to decipher it. It’s not the
only decrepitude in my repertoire. (sad face)

I bought my Franklins to use, but eventually
they became so different that uninhibited admirers wouldn’t leave them alone. One day I left
my series 19 at the curb and went into a store,
and when I came out, I found that an admirer
had raised the hood and left it open. Another
time, a bumptious man wearing a policeman’s
hat, (but not a policeman) pulled me over to ask
about the car. This was unacceptable, and I
knew of no way to terminate it but to stop driving
a different kind of car. Now I understand why
antique car owners hide their cars in trailers
pulled by a modern vehicle. (sad face)

Thank you for the various mailings you send.
I read them all with interest. I succeeded in getting to Hickory Corners once to see the Gilmore
Collection. But Franklins were made to use, and
it’s a bitter shame we can’t use them in peace.
My best regards to you and your husband.
It’s great that you’re participating in H.H.F.C.
activities!
Clifford Boram

I’m sure you admired, as I did, the 1914
Coupe’ on the cover of Air Cooled News. To my
mind, there can be no finer or more desirable
Franklin. I envy the restoration skill of Al Finseth. I wanted to become a mechanic when I
was a teenager, but my mom wouldn’t hear of it.
Now I’m no better than an able handyman with
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Hastings, MI in Pictures & Words
“Roger & Lisa were ready! After scattering for dinner,
people gathered in the hospitality room where snacks &
drink were readily available, conversation was animated
and lively, and smiles and laughter filled the room! It
was wonderful to gather with friends again.“
Joan Hasslen
“Having fun so far - smiley face. Love the way the directions are written!“
Megan Metro

“Great fun! Kudos to Roger & Lisa for a job well done.”
Bob & Darla Metro

“We enjoyed meeting everyone at the
hospitality room – so much talking
took place! Nice to see happy familiar
faces again.“
Barb & Gary Ohnstad

“It was a long ride but it was so wonderful to see old friends.
Looking forward to the next few days.”
Bob & Darla Metro

“The drives were beautiful! (lots of
trees & so green!) We would like to
thank

Jody Reeme & Steve Albertson
and Will & Norma Taylor
for our wonderful roadside assistance
which was greatly needed!”
Barb & Gary Ohnstad
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Hastings, MI in Pictures & Words
“This place was my favorite!
Castle like setting – wonderful
cars. Hobbit entrance & most
unique ladies room I’ve ever
seen! Such a fun place! Even a
wine bottle storage area!”
Gary & Barb Ohnstad

“This place was amazing! Like
something out of a fairy tale. The
structures were so impressive.
While many of the cars need much
work, they were so rare as to be
very exciting.”
Ted Chaney & Ellie Doud

“Very impressive. Beautiful barns – clean, not crowded. Care
were spotless! Cars ranging from coaches to 30s cars like a
beautiful white 1935 Deusenburg & bright yellow Auburn.
Interesting that the “classic” cars were bright colors – teal,
coral, yellow, pink, mauve. And Mark, our guide, was very
cordial - staying with us and willing to answer questions.”
Joan Hasslen
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Hastings, MI in Pictures & Words
“It (Ride the Franklins) was a success! Darla, Pam, Megan,
Trillian greeted Gilmore visitors at the picnic table and
cheered them on as they got one or more rides in the
Franklins. Some visitors waited in line for a ride in their
favorite Franklin. Seems to me, Bob Metro’s ’06 was the
most popular but many enjoyed the valet services & warm
smile of Betty Bennett as Sandy drove their ’20 sedan
around the grounds. The people seemed to really enjoy
their Franklin ride.”
Joan Hasslen

“Our 2nd visit – we have always from day one – been very impressed with the Gilmore Museum – this is one of the best we’ve
seen on any of our car tours anywhere! This museum is beautifully organized & shiny clean everywhere! We tell everyone we
can to visit the Gilmore! It is truly a beautiful place to visit! “
Barb & Gary Ohnstad

“This is our 3rd time & we
still love it!”
Bob & Darla Metro

“An excellent facility. It
really is first class.”
Ted Chaney & Ellie Doud

“Our lunches were very
good! We enjoyed eating
outside under the trees with
our friends! So relaxing &
fun! “
Barb & Gary Ohnstad

“Love the layout – reminds
me a bit of Greenfield
Center. Looking forward to
exploring tomorrow.”
Megan Metro
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Hastings, MI in Other Words
This is a very unique collection in a beautiful & calm
setting. Thank you to Mr.Papke for having us.
Bob & Darla Metro
It was so sweet of them to do a
door prize and trivia question.
Megan Metro
The food was great.
Bob & Darla Metro

LOVED THIS!! Honestly, I wasn’t sure
what to expect when I read the description but was totally blown away by this.
So whimsical – the longer I spent looking at the buildings the more details I
noticed. The cars were beautiful too –
they were displayed in such a nice way.
Megan Metro

Interesting cars – very nice to have beverages offered – they also
had a lovely home & setting among the flowers & steep hillside!
Gary & Barb Ohnstad

The catered banquet dinner was very
good – far superior to most meals
served like this. Really excellent!
Ted Chaney & Ellie Doud
Very yummy salad – heard they
were not prepared for us when
we first arrived – I believe some
had to pay for drinks.
Megan Metro

Very Classy Collection!
Barb & Gary Ohnstad

Excellent sandwich (and huge!)
Bob & Darla Metro

Friday banquet food was very
good. Yummy brisket. Members of
the collection committee & chairs
were recognized at the banquet.
Joan Hasslen
A nice setting complemented by an
excellent collection of high-end cars.
Very enjoyable.
Ted Chaney & Ellie Doud

Outstanding setting – log house & garage tucked deep in the woods. Bill explained that some of the cars & the evel
Knievel car were one of a kind. He had refreshments, door prizes, & a clip board where we could guess how many bones
Evel Knievel broke in his career. (Don’t remember how many – over 200?) Loretta Fusco’s guess was closest. My favorite
cars were the two Peels – micro-cars, so fun & unique. Wonderful hosts – wife Miriam was warm & friendly.
Joan Hasslen
This place was amazing! Like something out of a fairy
tale. The structures were so impressive. While many of
the cars need much work, they were so rare as to be
very exciting.
Ted Chaney & Ellie Doud

It was most enjoyable to get back to seeing friends & visiting like normal again. Friday eve banquet was amazing!
The food was so good! Cake too!
Barb & Gary Ohnstad

This house is so intriguing! It is still a work in progress that is a combination of Hobbits & fairy tales. Lots of cool cars & memorabilia. Susan
Riddle was an amusing & gracious hostess. Many thanks to her.
Bob & Darla Metro
Banquet was amazing – food was very good!
Barb & Gary Ohnstad

After starting Thursday morning with car issues the
rest of the day went smoothly & we had a great time.
Bob & Darla Metro

The catered banquet dinner was very
good – far superior to most meals
served like this. Really excellent!
Ted Chaney & Ellie Doud

The food for the banquet was
very good. Enjoyed hearing
from the museum director.
Megan Metro

Winner of the “Highest Mileage at the Meet” Award

15

Winner of the “Big Fun in a Small Package” Award
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