
Midwest Fall 2023 Meet in Keweenaw County, Michigan

We hope you are looking forward to the Midwest Region Fall meet in the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. Our dates correspond with the early days of Fall color season in the UP. Arrival and 
registration are on Wednesday, September 27. We will tour and visit local sites on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday. Our base of operations will be 
Houghton, Michigan, the home of Michigan Technological 
University. 

One of our visits will include touring the Quincy Mine. 
The Quincy Mining Company operated between 1846 and 
1945. The Quincy Mine was known as "Old Reliable," as 
the Quincy Mine Company paid a dividend to investors 
every year from 1868 through 1920. The Keweenaw 
Peninsula is rich in mining history. Copper mining in the 
Upper Peninsula boomed, and from 1845 until 1887 (when 
it was exceeded by Butte, Montana) was the nation's 
leading producer of copper. In most years from 1850 
through 1881, Michigan produced more than three-quarters 
of the nation's copper, and in 1869 produced more than 
95% of the country's copper. Annual production peaked in 
1916 at 266 million pounds of copper. We will visit Calumet, 
the center of the copper industry, which in 1900 had a 
population of almost 26,000, and is now a historic district.

The Keweenaw is also rich in maritime 
history, so that means we will be touring 
the Copper Harbor lighthouse. The 
Copper Harbor Lighthouse was built in 
1848, on the tip of the eastern point of 
land that hugs the harbor, to aide in the 
transport of copper from the mines and 
guide the increase in ships carrying 
immigrants, supplies, and equipment.

Quincy Mine Steam Hoist - five foot 
bore - 2 1/2 mile cable spool

Scenic Views of Lake Superior from Copper Harbor

Copper Harbor Lighthouse and Keepers House

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Butte,_Montana

