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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

For the Franklin Club,
the Internet is a treasure!
You can search and find our
abour anything in the uni-
verse, including the Franklin
Club at:

www. FranklinCar.org

Frank Hantak, our Web-
master, makes it possible for
you to find out abour all

kinds of Club history, to
contact officers, find out about our meets and get e-mail
addresses for many members. It's cheaper than a phone
call, when you're on line there's never a busy signal and
you can print out the questions, answers and idle chat
ter.

It's also a grear way to find people with interests
that are similar to yours. With my Internet service
provider, I can post a “profile” of my interests so that
other people can find me with the click of a button.
HHFCPres@aol.com
In my profile | have information abour the Franklin
Company and Franklin Club.

My Franklin e-mail address is:

On February 11th of this year, [ received an inter-
The gentleman sending the message
iation with the
H.H. Franklin Co. My father worked for the company
that bought cur The H.H. Franklin Co. after it wenr
bankrupt ... In the acquisition he came across the num-

esting e-mail.

“had a long history of arms-lengrh assc

ber two book of the original board of directors meet

ings... Can you tell me if there is any value to the Board

of Directors meeting book and if so what or how much
{is it worth). [ was thinking of donating it to the muse.
um in Syracuse, for [ don't think my children have any
interest in it

I immediately wrote back and [ told him about my
family history with Franklin automobiles and my long
time affiliation with the Club. He and [ corresponded
several more times, and here is an excerpt from his e
mail dated February 24:

“Santa has a present(s) for youl... In this wondrous
box is the “History” of the HH. Franklin Car Co.
{(book two) starting with the year 1911... It appears to
be a daily record of (Franklin Company) activiey.”

“Also in this wondrous box were... five (3) ‘original’
patents issued ro H.H. Franklin. Herbert George

Continud on top of Page 5.
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Underwood (assigned to H.H. Franklin) and Al
Bosse.”

“These patents were issued in the year 1894 by
Canada (patent nos. 47442 & 47443). One patent was
issued ro H.H. Franklin on 08/06/1910 in France. It
is complete with handwritten text {in French) and the
notification ads.

“l suppose it is safe to assume that you would like
the patents along with the history notebook.

*..if I send these items to you, _..it is going to cost
you. The price would be a letter on either H.H.
Franklin Motor Co letterhead or the Club’s letterhead...
I ask not for myself but would like to display the letter
in a frame for ALL of my family o see”

The donation from “Santa” arrived in the mail and,
lo and behold, the "board” book is actually the history
of the H.H. Franklin Manufacturing Company, Book 2,
from 1911 o 1931.

It's in a 5"x8" leather ring binder with each page
individually typed. Listings in the book include a car
accident in which Mr. Franklin and his chauffeur were
injured in 1930, the dates when the commercial car and

truck divisions were discontinued, and when a smoke
stack went up on one of the buildings. Each entry is in
chronological order, individually numbered and most
are specifically dated.

The 5 patents — one French, one German, two
Canadian and one US - are for die casting methods at
the Franklin Manufacturing Company. Each patent has
it's original ribbon and wax seal. They are in beautiful
condition.

If it wasn't for the Internet, these items might have
been thrown in the trash as just a bunch of old papers.
But because “Santa” took the time ro find out if anyone
had an interest in these items, they are now part of
the Club archive. This is a valuable addition to our
Franklin history. [ immediately made “Santa” a mem-
ber of the Franklin Club. His generous donation will
be available, soon, in reprint through the Club Library.

The bonus in this package was a picture of “Santa”
- and he is the REAL Santa! The beard, the suit — every-
thing is perfect. So if you didn't believe in Santa before,
you should now,

From ACN 136, July 1999
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